AP12





Grading Guide 
	Question: 
Did you answer the question (all parts of the prompt) and/or fulfill the purpose of the assignment? Is your thesis clear? Does the thesis state you arguable, defendable position? Do you include a significance which relates to the theme/purpose of the assignment? Do you fully prove your thesis?
	√ + = 3

√   =  2 

√ - =  1


	COLOR CODING DIRECTIONS:
Blue for the universal truths - to highlight your thesis statement and all topic sentences.
Green for the grass you stand on - to highlight all supporting details (quotes, examples, etc). 
Yellow for enlightenment - to highlight all of your commentary sentences (all that lovely explanation that must go with your evidence).

	Organization: 
Does your intro paragraph include the three thesis elements? Does the body of your paper match your thesis? Is each body paragraph tied to your thesis? Does each body paragraph have clear topic and concluding sentences? Is transition apparent between paragraphs and sentences within the paragraphs?
	√ + = 3

√   =  2 

√ - =  1


	Notice:
It is the first three sections to the left, Question, Organization and Examples, that equate to 9 points on an AP essay. During in-class timed essays, both Grammar and Voice and graded less harshly but can also be rewarded when done well. During out of class essays, papers that are submitted MUST be free of all basic mechanical errors (MUST be edited thoroughly). Errors in out of class essays are penalized more heavily.

	Examples: 
Are your examples relevant to your thesis? Have you introduced and incorporated all quotes? Is each quote followed by your further commentary? Do you have at least three solid examples?
	√ + = 3

√   =  2 

√ - =  1


	

	Grammar: 
Have you used only third person? Did you maintain the use of literary present tense? Are all sentences complete, clear, and concise? Do you have distracting punctuation, usage, and spelling errors?

	√   =  0  

√ - =  -2

(Or however, much is appropriate)


	

	Voice: 
Is there evidence of your own purposeful use of the elements of voice: diction, detail, tone, figurative language, syntax?
	√ + = + 2

√   =  +1 

√ - =  0
	

	Scale
9 = 100%                  4 = 65%

8 = 95%                    3 = 60%

7 = 90%                    2 = 55%

6 = 85%                    1 = 50%

5 = 75%
	Score

	


