AP 12 English 



Hamlet Project Groups: Becoming the Player
Schwartz

During the second nine weeks we will begin an in-depth study of Hamlet.  Each of you will be part of a group in charge of discussing and reenacting a part of the play.  Each group is responsible for one act.

Requirement #1

The Paperwork 

1. A lesson plan:  Each group must provide a lesson plan for me – identifying who is responsible for what , etc., during the presentation.

2. Each group must provide two separate handouts.  
Handout One   -
Create a brief plot summary (divided into scenes) for your assigned act. Please be thorough but concise.  It’s fine with me if you consult an outside source (like Spark Notes or Cliff’s Notes), but DO NOT PLAGIARIZE, and if you do consult an outside source, be sure to credit that source at the bottom of your summary.  Additionally there needs to be a character list for your assigned act and a brief identification of each character —the same rules apply about consulting outside sources.  I’d rather see too many characters than too few. This summary and character list should not exceed one typed page. Please understand that the handout will serve as reference materials for the class; they should be distributed at the beginning of class but are not to be read aloud during the presentation.  
Handout Two  -
This is the sheet for students to take notes on. Format it however you want – it should reflect the things that you will cover in your presentation.

3. Peer Evaluation - After your presentation is finished, each group member must turn in an evaluation.  This evaluation is worth up to 10 points and is due at the beginning of the period the day after completion of your presentation.  

Requirement #2
The Presentation 
Remember our focus with this play is characterization – all things character related.  The play, the story, the themes, the conflicts, the suspense and the dread deeds are all achieved through the characters. Decide as a group which scene(s) of your assigned act is the most important and be prepared to explain why you think so (e.g. How does it illustrate important themes, which ones?  Is it critical in the development of a particular character?  Does it contain important conflicts, imagery, etc.?).  While you may certainly talk about the other scenes in your section, the focus of your presentation should be the most important one (according to your group).  Lead a thorough discussion of it. Look to the narrative guide handouts to give you ideas on what you think is the most pivotal component of that act – perhaps it is the external conflicts between characters and the internal conflict within Hamlet, etc. IMPORTANT: Be prepared to present some of the actual text of your scene and walk us through an analysis that demonstrates why this scene is so important to this act.
Reenacting. Each group is required to reenact a significant scene(s) from the act during the presentation. Group members are expected to know their lines well enough so that the scene flows – you may use index cards to help prompt your memory if necessary. The presentation of this scene is expected to help prompt discussion, etc., with the class. Props and costumes are also required (and yes, you may show a video of your reenactment of the scene instead of a live performance). Remember, try to keep your scene true to what the author would have intended.
You will be graded according to the following criteria:

Lesson plan









5 points        Total point value
Plot summary & character list (one typed page)





10 points               100 pts
Content/ overall effectiveness of presentation (including reenactment)


50 points

Your contribution to the group 







25 points

Your evaluation of the presentation (must be filled out completely and turned in on time)
10 points
