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"Poetry is what makes me laugh or cry or yawn, what makes my toenails twinkle, what makes me want to do this or that or nothing.” 
Dylan Thomas
Poetry is art. 

What purpose does art serve? Does it have a purpose? Does it have to have a purpose?

Poetry is also literature.

What purpose does literature serve? Does it have a purpose? Does it have to have a purpose?

Throughout the year each of you will be responsible for presenting poems to the class. This will be either alone or with a partner. Your task:

A. Read the poem out loud & read it well – this requires some practice so that it reads as the poet intended. Poems were meant to be heard. Poems were written to move you.

B. Present the poem in a manner which best reflects something you have found in the poem

· This can take the form of music, video, dance, a skit, art, etc (appeal to our senses)

C. Annotate and lead class discussion (look for predominant literary devices/techniques, structural elements, themes, etc). 

D. Poetry presentations should last approximately 30 minutes

The purpose of poetry presentations:

To not only appreciate the poem as a work of art but to also help us understand what the poem as literature – what it means and how the structure and/ or technique contribute to the meaning.  
To research or not to research?

Sometimes and only sometimes, knowing something about the poet (nationality, time period, social climate, etc.) sheds light on a poem; however, if the poet’s life seems to have little to do with the meaning of the poem do not waste our time. So does this mean NOT to Google them? No, you should Google them just to have an some idea about the poet and his background – you just might not be sharing that info with the class.

A cautionary note: DO NOT RELY ON SOURCES TO TELL YOU WHAT TO THINK! MAKE UP YOUR OWN MIND – JUST MAKE CERTAIN TO ANCHOR IT IN THE TEXT. IT’S OKAY TO HAVE WILD IDEAS THAT NO ONE ELSE HAS OR, GEE, IT’S OKAY TO MAKE STATEMENTS THAT ARE WRONG (like an incorrect lit term or to miss some point). You are not graded on whether or not your statements are the RIGHT statements but merely that you are thinking, analyzing and expressing thoughts that are anchored to the poem.
Often, reading what others have to say about a poem stimulates thought and/or discussion.  HHS library has 13 or so volumes of a series called Poetry for Students that contain information on many of the poems we will study.  EBSCOhost and Literature Resource Center are really good on-line sources. Remember, the information that you find in these sources is NOT the meat of your presentation!
Some of the assigned poems have very little written about them; for these, you’ll have to do more thinking on your own.  Remember that your purpose is to stimulate discussion so that we, as a class, can “figure the poem out” together.  With difficult and/or long poems, students often find it helpful when presenters “walk” them through the poem line by line.  *Remember that most weeks you receive two poems but respond to only one.  Poetry Presentations are valuable tools in helping to clarify points about both poems.  YOU ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR ALL POEMS!!!  

The paperwork: 

1. A detailed lesson plan for your presentation 

2. a minimum of a one page reflection on your process of preparation – how you (& your partner) reacted to the poem, how you decided to present it in the manner in which you did, why you chose that format (music, dance, art, etc) and any connections to other things out in the big wide world (other poems, music, art, literature, events, etc). This is a collaborative effort – one paper. NOTE: Cite any sources that you use.

GRADING:
Content 










up to 20 points

Overall effectiveness (creativity, class involvement, use of voice, targeting senses, etc)

up to 20 points 
Typed lesson plan and reflection
 paper







up to 10 points

Total point value









up to 50 points

"If I read a book and it makes my body so cold no fire ever can warm me, I know that is poetry." 
Emily Dickinson
