“The Masque of the Red Death”







Name 



Allegory – A literary work in which most of the characters, objects, and events stand for abstract qualities.  Usually has an alternate, deeper meaning than what is initially presented.  Using the chart before, determine the deeper meaning for this story.

	Person, object or event
	Description
	Lesson/ Meaning

	The prince
	Eccentric,
	Any prosperous person can die.


	The abbey
	Bolted shut,
	Can’t escape death. 


	The series of seven rooms
	Last looks like a coffin; 

	Life has an end.  


	The clock
	Everyone pauses; 
	Humans are afraid of not having enough time in life. 

	The stranger
	Costume like a corpse;
	Death comes as a thief in the night… 


Themes in “The Masque of the Red Death”

Name three possible thematic subjects/motifs for “The Masque of the Red Death”:

1. __________________________
2. __________________________
3. __________________________

Thematic Statement: Using any information from above, transform one (or several related theme subjects) into a statement of theme (remember to answer the questions, “What does ‘The Masque of the Red Death’ say about this theme?).
_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
