AP 12 English 

Theater of the Absurd

Listed below are some characteristics of Theater of the Absurd.  Not all plays will include all of the characteristics.  You should look for the extent that a playwright uses each of these items and decide how it relates to the theme of appearance and reality which is common in absurdist plays.

1. investigation of the relativity of truth
2. futility
3. humanity’s vain struggle against fate
4. inadequacy of communication
5. use of small talk and understatement
6. instability of characters
7. lack of definite plot statement
8. lack of character development
9. world bent on destruction
10. the absurdity of attempting to control one’s fate
11. non-sequiturs

