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Book Group Presentation Directions
Overview: 

During the year every student will be a member of a number of different book groups that are responsible for refreshing our memory and generating discussion of one of the summer reading books or one of the major works assigned after school begins. This presentation is expected to last one full class period (if you have more to say, sometimes we can flow over to the next day).  
I. Detailed Lesson Plan
· Each group must submit a detailed lesson plan to me the day of the presentation. 
· This lesson plan should outline the order in which the presentation proceeds, what will be done during the presentation, who is responsible for what during the presentation and a brief accounting at the end of who did what to get the presentation ready. 
· In addition, this lesson plan must include a list of discussion questions that you intend to use to generate thoughtful classroom discussion.
II. Handouts 
· Include a bulleted summary of the points you intend to address
· Do not exceed one typed page
· You may consult an outside source (like Spark Notes or Cliff’s Notes)
· BUT DO NOT PLAGIARIZE, DO NOT CUT AND PASTE
· If you do consult an outside source, credit that source at the bottom of your summary. 
· Copies are to be proof read and free of any errors

· There must be enough to give one to each member of the class (including me)
·  Handouts are not to be read out to the class – these are reference materials only! 
· If you have problems getting copies made you may ask for my assistance but this must occur the day before – not the day they are due!

III. Peer evaluation

· After your presentation is finished, each group member must fill out and turn in an evaluation
· This evaluation is worth up to 10 points (depending on how detailed your answers are)
· It is due at the beginning of the period the day after completion of your presentation
· NOTE: I will not accept late evaluations (no evaluation = -10 pts).  
IV. The Presentation



· Do something to get the class excited about and involved in the discussion 
· Anticipate questions you’re your classmates might have, and be prepared to answer them
· Here is a list of ideas that have worked well for book groups in the past (remember these are starting points to generate discussion and not merely an entertainment portion of the presentation)
· Perform (live) a scene from the work
· Video tape your performance of a scene and show it to the class. (Be sure your production is relevant and in good taste!) 

· Show a clip from a movie 

· Perform a fresh interpretation of a major scene 
· Do a musical or dance interpretation 

· Play a song that corresponds to the novel.  (If you choose this option, provide a copy of the song’s lyrics for every member of the class, and be prepared to explain the connection between the song and the work you are presenting.)

· Have a game show or create a board game 
· Caution: do not fill the entire period with a game. Discussion is the goal!
· Feel free to do something entirely different.  Remember, that the point of the presentation is to generate thoughtful discussion.  Most of the ideas listed above work best as starting points, not as ends in themselves.  You will probably have 4-5 people in your group; be sure to divide the work evenly.  Every member of your group should participate in the presentation in some way.  Some people are more comfortable talking in front of the class than others—be aware of this, and make accommodations, if necessary.  It is critical that you get the class involved in your presentation.  The presentations should last approximately one class period; some groups, however, may have to divide their time over 2 days.  Make good use of your time.  This is worth a test grade per person.

Grading:

Lesson Plan 










up to 10 points

Handout (one typed page)








up to 5 points

Content/ overall effectiveness of presentation 
(which includes getting the class involved!)






up to 50 points

Your contribution to the group (based on my observation and on your evaluation)
up to 25 points

Your evaluation of the presentation 
(must be filled out completely and turned in on time)




up to 10 points

Total point value









up to 100 pts

SCHEDULE A MILESTONE MEETING:
You and your group members are responsible for scheduling a mandatory milestone meeting for all group presentations. This meeting will take place in my classroom at least one week prior to the presentation and must include all group members. During this meeting you will show me a clear and detailed outline/plan of how you will conduct your presentation (in order words, you need to have met as a group before you meet with me to have that plan in place and under way). 
FAILURE TO ATTEND MILESTONE MEETING - If a student fails to show up for a scheduled milestone meeting (short of something critical and drastic happening) it will be assumed that the student is not interested in the project and will forfeit grades accordingly.
