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Adjectives from Previous AP English Literature Exams
1" Nine Weeks

1. acquiescent — agreeing, but not really thrilled about it (v. acquiesce; n. acquiescence)
2. anecdotal - telling a story (n. anecdote)

3. allusive- referring to literary works, history, etc. (v. allude; n. allusion)

4. apprehensive ~ nervous (n. apprehension)

5. bemused ~ stupefied, bewildered, dazed, engrossed, deep in thought, absorbed
(v. bemuse; n. bemusement)

6. complacent -satisfied, smug (negative connotation) (n. complacency)
7. contentious — quarrelsome (n. contention; n. contentiousness)

8. depraved — marked by corruption or evil, perverted (n. depravity)

9. didactic - designed or intended to teach; instructive (n. didacticism)

11, ephemeral ~ lasting a very short time, transient

12. erudite - educated, scholarly, learned, possessing or displaying knowledge acquired
chiefly from books (n. erudition)

13. exultant  jubilant, triumphant, clated, filled with great joy (n. exultation; n. exultance)

14. grotesque  ludicrously eccentric or strange, bizarre, departing markedly from the natural
(n. grotesqueness)

15. haughty — blatantly and disdainfully proud (n. haughtiness)

16. inimical ~unfriendly, hostile

17. lofty — elevated in character and spirit, noble, impressively high (n. loftiness)
18. lugubrious — very sad, mournful, dirge like, lamenting (n. lugubriousness)
19. narcissistic - in love with one’s self, egocentric (n. narcissism)

20. oratorical ~ showy in style, in the style of an oration (n. oration; n. oratory)




 [image: image2.jpg]21. pedagogical  relating to or befitting a teacher or education (n. pedagogy)
22. pedantic ~ too narrowly concerned with learned matters; bookish (n. pedantry)
23. philosophical — calm or unflinching in face of trouble, defeat, or loss

24, righteous — morally correct or virtuous (n. righteousness)

25. sanguine - cheerful, opitimistic

26. sardonic — sarcastic, sneering and ironical

27. scomful — contemptuous (n. scomfulness)

28. solicitous — showing care or concern for another’s welfare (n. solicitousness)
29. tempered — characterized by moderation or restraint

30, whimsical ~ fanciful, often with a touch of humor, capricious (n. whimsicality; n.
whimsicalness)

These 30 words often appear in the multiple choice section of the AP English Literature and
Composition exam. You need to learn them. Don’t just memorize; internalize! You’ll be
tested on each set of 10 words twice. At the end of the nine weeks, you’ll have a test on all
30.

Also, if you do not know how to spell the following words, learn!

describe, narrator, epitome, separate, simile, beginning, truly, lose, loose,
its, it’s, recurring, woman, women, character




